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Proudly Serving Our Bison Industry

THE MARKETING DOCTOR ISIN

Get answers and input on Y OUR sales and marketing questions at the Spring
Conference.

***|_earn what YOU need to know

***Get information Y OU want
Submit YOUR questions, suggestions and input to the Doctor.

“Doctor” Stacy Baker will customize this seminar just for you, but she cannot
do it without YOU. sSubmit “What you want to know” andior questions to

Stacy via email MRKTGDYN@aol.com, or Fax to 509.465.1120, or mail to
Marketing Dynamics, 10403 N. Arrowhead Road, Spokane, WA 99208 by
March 20th. There is no such thing as a silly question, but the sources of all
questions and suggestions will be kept confidential anyway. Just give us a little
assistance by submitting your questions in advance. We need to know what
you need to know.

Have your questions answered.

Brainstorm topics and issues important to you
and your association.

Take advantage of it.

See you there!!!
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Bison C.H.I.P.S. is the officia publication
of the Northwest Bison Association
(NWBA) and is published bimonthly.
NWBA members eceive this publication
with their membership and are invited to
atend the annual spring and fall meetings
free of charge.

Annual NWBA membership dues for active
members (bison owners) are $100 and in-
clude voting privileges. Associate member-
ships (non-bison owners) are $45.

We welcome product news and display
advertising. We rely on submissions for
editoria content. They are edited for spell-
ing, grammar, and punctuation, but the
author is responsible for content. For addi-
tional information or to submit copy for
publication, please contact:

Hal & Jeanette Rees, Editor
509.745.8869
Email: dchison@crcwnet.com
or
David Rees, Publisher
509.624.0491
Email: rees052397 @attbi.com

NWBA Officers and Board Members:
President
Tom Epler 503.357.7808
Vice President
Hal Rees 509.745.8869
Secretary
Maureen Durheim 509.466.5763
Treasurer
Diane Sundquist 509.485.2833
Board Members
Randy Durheim 509.466.5763
Gary Johnson 208.274.3835
Dana Jones 360.856.0310
Dale Dahlke 509.745.8992
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Morthwest Bison Association

6510 N. DIvision St. #280

Spokane, WA 99208-3993

Phone 1.888.314.NWBA (6922)
FAX 503.357.1352
Email: nwba@nwbison.org
Web Site: www.nwhison.org




From the President...

Spring M eeting

Come one, Come all,

"1to the Spring Meeting of the North-
west Bison Association. | would like
to see all of you at the meeting.

This is the most important meeting in a long time. Not
only will we have excellent speakers {more on that later},
we are going to have the elections of new officers. We will
be electing a new president, vice president, secretary, treas-
urer, and two board members. Y ou have the opportunity to
make significant changes in the association. Take this op-
portunity and run with it. All the way to Kennewick,
Washington.

We are again having Stacy Baker coming to talk to us re-
garding marketing, and this time you have direct input into
what she presents. Check out the announcement on her
presentation in this newsletter and take the time to let her
know what you need and want!!! She has done an excel-
lent job in the past and we look forward to having her
enlighten us even further, based on what we need. As of
this time we will have Dave Carter the NBA Executive Di-
rector coming to speak to us. Thisisthefirst time an NBA
Executive Director has come to our meeting.

We are in a difficult time in the industry. With lower ani-
mal prices more people are looking at getting out. That is
oneway to deal withit. The other sideisthat it isan excel-
lent time to get into the business. It al depends on your
attitude. Let's take a positive attitude to Kennewick and
make The Association stronger.

Take Care, Tom

Wintertime Buffalo Trails

UURVIVAL

A herd of buffalo can only move as fast as the slowest
buffalo. Historically, when a herd was hunted, it was the
slowest and weakest, at the back of the herd, that were
killed first. This natural selection was good for the herd
as a whole, because the general speed and health of the
whole herd was maintained, or even improved, by the
regular elimination of the weakest nembers. We might
wonder if this same natural selection does not apply in
today’ s bison industry. Ed

How to Prepare Your

Hidesfor Tanning

My nameis Troy Kinailuk.

| attended and graduated from the Montana School of Tax-
dermy and Tanning this past summer. My family and |

own and operate a small commercial tannery in Kettle Falls
WA. We are offering the members of the Northwest Bison
Association wholesale prices on their bison. Currently hi-
son hides run $7.00 a square foot, for hides prepared prop-
erly. For those of you that couldn't make it to Douglas
County Bison Ranch for the free demonstration on how to
prepare hides, | will try to explain the preparation.

First, you will need to make yourself a fleshing beam. |
recommend a 18 in. diameter cedar log at least 6 ft. long,
split in half. You will want to peel the log and cut all of
the knots off. Then sand it smooth. After it isall cleaned
up, set it up at a 45 degree angle with the top of the beam
waist high.
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Second, you need to order a fleshing knffé.#ou' can get
one from Van Dykes Supply Company. Their phone # is
1-800-843-3320. Call and ask them to send you a catal og.
I recommend one of the Sheffield brand fleshing knives.
They are larger and work best for bison.

Now that you have your beam and fleshing knife | will ex-
plain step by step how to flesh your bison:

Step one: throw the hide over the beam, flesh-side up. |
start at the top of the hide and work toward the tail. You
want to pull some of the hide over the top of the beam and
lean on the beam, with the hide between you and the beam
to hold the hide in place.

Hold both ends of the fleshing knife, using the coped side
of the knife, the same shape as the beam. Place your
thumbs behind the blade to help support and direct the
knife. Angle the knife back towards you just slightly. You
will notice the coped side of your knife has a dull edge on
it. You are trying to push the meat and fat off the hide, not
cut it off! Push and work the meat and fat down towards
the bottom. You just want to work arms length, then pull
the hide up towards you and keep working towards the tail.
Once you have reached the bottom of the hide reposition it

(Continued on page 3)



2002 Spring Conference
Agenda

Mar ch 29"
6 pm - Board of Director’s Meeting

Mar ch 30th
8:00 amn - Registration

9:00 - Stacey Baker

11:30 - Dave Carter, NBA Executive Director
Lunch - On Your Own

1:00 Informal Presentation on Food Show
1:30 Business Mesting

Secretaries Report
Treasurers Report
Committee Reports
Auction
Newd etter
Old Business

New Business
Other
***Election of Officers***

DON'T FORGET
the
COUNTRY LIVING EXPO
AT THE SPOKANE FAIR & EXPO CENTER

MARCH 22,23 & 24

You will find acres of exhibits and live demonstrations designed
for folks with two to 80 acres of land. There will be over 60 seni-
nars and workshops on how-to for small acreage property owners.
The seminars include such topics as : Managing your land; Start-
ing your pasture right; Maintaining your pasture; Choosing the
right corral for your property; Fence building

101; and, many more. Aslin-Finch has a great

petting zoo for the young at heart, Oscar & Bev ﬁ

COUNTRY

LIVING

will again have Braveheart there, and you can
get agreat buffalo burger at the snack bar.

How to Prepare Your

Hidesfor Tanning Cont...

(Continued from page2)

on the beam. So you can start at the top again. Keep work-
ing top to bottom until you have removed all the large
pieces of meat and fat. You will also need a sharp knife or
scalpel to cut and peel off the smaller stuff.

You do not need to get the entire hide completely clean.
That will take you all day. Just be concerned about the
meat and fat. Some people find it easier to lay the hide on
a table and just use a good knife or scalpel to cut every-
thing off. | will usually use a beam and fleshing knife to

After you have cleaned your hide, you will want to salt it.
| like to salt mine on two sheets of plywood at a 45 degree
angle so the juices will run to the bottom. Lay your hides
out flat, skin side up. If the hair sideisreal wet | will also
rub salt into the hair first, then turn skin side up. Pour Solar
Milled Mixing Salt, which is a very fine salt on the skin
side. Cover the entire hide and rub it into the skin, about
an inch thick. If you have more than one hide you can
stack one on top of the other, salting in between each hide.
After 24 hours shake off all of the old salt and re-salt them
again with new salt...never use old wet salt. After another
24 hours shake the salt off again and hang them up to dry.
Usually after about 4 days they should start to stiffen up. If
you have to ship them, you'll want to fold them up before
they get to stiff to fold.

I hope thisis helpful. If you have any questions feel free
to call me anytime. Our phone number is 509-738-2010.
| would like to close by thanking everyone who made it to
the demonstration. It was a pleasure getting to meet and
talk with you. | want to give a special thanks to Hal and
Jeanette Rees for having us out to the ranch and providing
lunch for everyone. We look forward to hearing from you
and hopefully serving your tanning needsin the future.

Y our friends at the Kettle Falls Tannery

Never give yourself a haircut
after three margaritas.
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Taking Care of Business

Thisissue of BISON CHIPS printed by Office Depot
Wenatchee, WA

Advertising Rates & Information ...

Classified ads will be run free for members;, nonmember rates
are $10 each. Include your name and phone number with your ad,
aswdl asthe feeif applicable. Classifieds will run once.

Display ad rates per issuerun are:
1/8-pagead $15 1/2-pagead $50
1/4-pagead $30 Full-page ad $75

Submit classified or display ads to Diane Sundquist, 6510 N. Divi-
sion St. #280, Spokane, WA 99208-3993; buffalolady_1999@yahoo.
com. Include payment with artwork or copy.




