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Proudly Serving Our Bison Industry

Thefollowing is the abstract from an article published by North Dakota State
University in their “BISON Production Field Day”, July 16, 2002 — Volume 3.
The article, “ Protein Requirements of Bison Bulls Fed for Meat”, was written
by Vern Anderson, Dale Burr, and Tim Schroeder of the Carrington Research
Extension Center, North Dakota State University. If you are interested in the ex
tire article and/or more information please contact Vern Anderson at
701.652.2951.

Bison bull calves (n = 80, initial avg. wt 633 |b +/- 5.37) were randomly allocated to four differ-
ent (9.4%, 11.6%, 13.9% and 16.0%) crude protein (CP) diets and fed from January until Sep-
tember 2001, in a 75 percent concentrate corn-based diet using increasing levels of canola meal
asthe protein source. Feed intake was not affected by protein level but average daily gainsim:
proved with increasing protein levelsin the diet. The 13.9 percent CP diets produced the fastest
(P< .05) gain during the first three months on feed, and overall. Lowest gains were from the 9.4
percent and 11.6 percent diets with the 16.0 percent CP diet being intermediate. Feed efficiency
was not affected by varying protein levels. Fecal nitrogen was numerically greater in the 16
percent CP diet, and similar in the 9.4 percent and 13.9 percent CP diets. Feed cost per pound
of gain increased with escalating protein level, requiring increased gain to compensate for

added feed cost. Bison producers interested in maximizing gain are recommended to feed
13.9 percent protein to growing bulls according to data from this study.
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From the President...

By now most of you have received
your newsletter-mailer and informa-
tion packets with regard to the Fall
Meeting in Ellensburg.....AND (we
might add) A VERY SPECIAL
“THANK YOU” TO THOSE WHO
SENT IN THEIR REGISTRATION
AND MEMBERSHIP DUES THE
VERY FIRST WEEK. For those who have not, please take
the time today, if possible, and send tese items in to us.
Your promptness will be invaluable and greatly appreci-
ated by those who are responsible for the meeting a-
rangements and the up-coming 2003 M ember ship Direc-
tory. We have included another Registration Form and
Membership Application in thisissue just in case...... along
with this reminder:

NWBA FALL MEETING
ELLENSBURG, WASHINGTON
SEPTEMBER 28" & 29"

Hosted By
RON & VICKIE BARELA

Make your reservations at The Ellensburg Inn as soon as possible.
1.800.321.8791

As you can see from the agenda, Saturday will be busy, and
full of good information. We have left the last hour or so of
the day for “Open Discussion” with the primary focus on
what you would like for your association to be doing for you
in 2003, and beyond. We need your input, and you should be
on a*“Soap Box” if you have needs and options that the asso-
ciation can provide, and that will be of benefit to all memt
bers. We also encourage those who are just getting into bi-
son, or will soon be, to utilize thistime to ask questions about
the industry, about facilities, etc.....there will be a wealth of
information in that room which can be tapped.....never try to
re-invent the wheel, when you can find out how to build one
from “the experts” - for free. In addition, several of our
speakers will be staying over for dinner, Saturday evening,
and assuming you don’t overwhelm them, will likely be glad
to answer gquestions that time did not allow during the day.

If you should arrive in Ellensburg early, plan to explore the
historic downtown district, with it's variety of shops and an-
tique stores. If you have not seen Central Washington Uni-
versity, it is well worth a walk through the campus. The
Clymer Museum of Art, 416 N. Pearl Street, is also worth a
look-see. If you need more information on where to go and
what to see, stop by the Chamber of Commerce and Rodeo
officesat 609 N. Main Street.

See you there, and bring a guest.
HAR

THE BRAIN BIN

Need awater system that islow maintenance?? Hereis one idea that
both buffalo and cattle producers in cold areas have used with a
great deal of success.

It is recommended that an oval tank (Metal or Rubbermaid) with at
least 30-inch sides be used. If you are fortunate enough to be start-
ing from scratch, lay out your water lines (and an electrical line if
possible) so as to alow you to install the watering system next to a
corral fence. Place the water line in atrench below the frost line for
your area. The electrica line is an option you may want, as tank
heaters are needed in some areas. When putting in the trench, dig an
area out about 18 inches deep where the tank will be placed. Bring
the PV C pipe up in approximately the center so as to be about six
inches below where the bottom of the tank will be. Attach a three-
foot length of high-pressure underground hose to the pipe.

Have an eight-inch piece of pipe (the size of your hose and float
valve fitting) threaded from one end to the other. Two metal flanges
will be needed, and must be reamed out so asto allow the pipe to be
threaded through them. Cut a similar sized hole in the center of
what will be the fence-end of your tank. Screw one flange onto the
pipe, cover the inside surface with a very high quality silicon calk-
ing, insert through the hole in the tank. Apply calking to the inside
of the other flange and screw tightly onto the upper end of the pipe.
Attach the flexible hosing and set the tank into place. (Be sure the
posts used to stabilize the tank are not close to the underground
pipe.) Attach the float valve assembly to the pipe inside the tank,
place a solid guard over the float ball and turn the water on. (We
will assume that you have pressure checked your whole system be
fore you cover it in with dirt). Place the electrical outlet on the op-
posite side of the fence or on the fence under the float guard.

If you have questions about this system, call or email Hal
....509.745.8869 or dcbison@crcwnet.com.



2003NWBA MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTORY

WE NEED YOUR ASSISTANCE

We are hoping to have the 2003 Directory put to-
gether and published prior to the November Show
& Sae. In order to accomplish this we need your
help. We need al membership renewals (and per-
spective new members) to be in and “on the books’
before October 5". We sincerely hope that the in-
centive to be represented in the directory will moti
vate everyone to expeditiously send in their dues.
Your directories are presented at the NWBA Show
& Sdale a Ag and Trade Shows throughout the
Northwest; they are sent to all regiona associa
tions; they are mailed to all those requesting infor-
mation on the NWBA, as well as al new members
that join during the year. Please take the time to
fill_ out the Membership Application form in-
cluded here and return it with your dues as soon
as possible. Thiswill save agreat deal of time and
postage over that required for an invoice to be sent
out to everyone. You will note there are TWO
membership forms.....one for you, and one for a
perspective new member (passit around).




